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SUBJECT INSPECTION REPORT

This report has been written following a subjedpiection in Margaret Aylward Community
College. It presents the findings of an evaluatodnthe quality of teaching and learning in
Religious Education for junior-cycle classes onhdamakes recommendations for the further
development of the teaching of this subject indtieool. The evaluation was conducted over one
day during which the inspector visited classroomd abserved teaching and learning. The
inspector interacted with students and teachemmmed students’ work and had discussions
with the teachers. The inspector reviewed schamhrmphg documentation and teachers’ written
preparation. Following the evaluation visit, thepector provided oral feedback on the outcomes
of the evaluation to the principal and the subfjeather. The board of management of the school
was given an opportunity to comment on the findiagg recommendations of the report; the
board chose to accept the report without response.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

Margaret Aylward Community College is a small conmmity college for girls under the
management of the City of Dublin Vocational EdumatCommittee (CDVEC). The school offers
the Junior Certificate (JC) and the Junior CeuificSchool Programme (JCSP) in junior cycle.
The established Leaving Certificate and the Leawegtificate Applied (LCA) programme are
available in senior cycle, along with an optionahfsition Year (TY) programme. The majority
of students take up this option and two class ggompre formed in the current year. The school
is included in the School Support Programme of DE8livering Equality of Opportunity in
Schools), the Department’s action plan for educafiinclusion.

The school’s mission statement indicates that #igious and moral development of students
forms an important part of school policy. ReligioBducation (RE) is a core subject on the
school’'s curriculum and all students take this sabjHowever, only one class group in junior
cycle are studying the RE syllabus prepared by Nagional Council for Curriculum and
Assessment (NCCA). This course leads to Juniorifidate examinations in the subject. While
acknowledging the school’s reasons for this arreregs, it is suggested that consideration should
be given to extending the option of taking RE ia flunior Certificate examination to all junior-
cycle students. The course is differentiated tovaktudents study the subject at either ordinary
level or higher level and it is inclusive of stutkefrom all faith backgrounds and from none.

The school introduced the NCCA course in 2009-2840 one mixed-ability class group was
formed. These students are currently in second gedrit is the progress made by this group
which is the focus of this inspection. Three clasgods per week are allocated to the subject on
the timetable. Lessons are well distributed actiesgimetable. This is very good provision.



There is good support for the subject in the schboé RE department comprises two teachers
with specialist qualifications in the subject. Oofethese teachers is responsible for preparing
students for certificate examinations in Rte RE class group are timetabled for all lessans i
this subject in the same classroom. It is suggebtacetter use could be made of this resource to
create a supportive visual environment to reinfaesehing and learning in the subject. Displays
could illustrate key concepts being learned andlrate students’ own project work and posters.
Audio/visual resources and access to the schooisration and communications technology
(ICT) rooms are available to this RE teacher bamgement with the school’s ICT co-ordinator.
Additional resources can also be acquired, whdreadunds allow, on request to management.

School management facilitates the continuing psifeml development (CPD) of the full
teaching team in the school. Training events pedidn recent years have focussed on
multiculturalism and on learning styles.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

The school allocates time each term to subjectrtiepats for planning. The two RE teachers
meet and have collaborated to ensure that thetyarfeRE activities provided in the school are
appropriately managed. It was reported by the REHer that these meetings are a helpful forum
for sharing information and resources. Subject milegp documentation for the NCCA RE
syllabus was presented. Good work has been doidemtify a general scheme of work which
takes a sequential approach to the delivery ofstitgect. Thus, the sections of the course are
taught in the order in which they are presentethe syllabus documentation. Given that the
school perceives this course as a particularlylehging one for its students, consideration of the
merits of a spiral, developmental, approach toabyls delivery is recommended. This would
facilitate re-visiting topics in each year of theucse, thus reinforcing and deepening students’
understanding of the key concepts explored.

The general scheme of work outlined in the subjgah is very textbook-driven. This is then
interpreted on a lesson-by-lesson basis, suchtlileatontent to be covered and the homework
assignments set are identified. This work indicatesrong commitment from the RE teacher to
ensuring that the course is covered and studeatsvell-prepared for certificate examinations.
The following recommendations are made to suppuattdevelop the current planning practices.
The scheme of work should be developed to idetgHyning goals for each section of the course.
An indicative list for each section of the syllabagprovided in syllabus documentation and the
JCSP religious education learning statements mayg bk a helpful resource in this work.
Information on teaching and learning methods a$ agepossible resources, homework tasks and
a description of the assessment modes to be usagdsure achievement of planned outcomes
should also be included. Care should be taken sorenthat the syllabus and the needs of the
students, rather than the textbooks used in ctéwaild be the deciding factor in determining the
scheme. Advice on subject planning is provided hia Religious Education Guidelines For
Teachers publication, available on the Religious Educat®upport Service websiteww.ress.ie
Finally, the skills required to complete journal nlwehould be taught from first year and the
curriculum plan for RE should reflect this.

Planning and preparation for the lesson observeslofia very good standard. Good, relevant,
resources had been prepared and clear links véthithject plan were evident.



TEACHING AND LEARNING

The quality of teaching and learning in the lessbserved was good. Following roll call, the
learning target for the lesson was clearly ideadifiln this way, students’ attention was focussed
from the outset and they understood the purposelassroom activities. This is very good
practice, and it is suggested that re-visiting tdrget at the conclusion of lessons is a positive
way to mark students’ progress. Throughout thisdas students readily engaged in class
activities and were purposeful in their work.

The topic being explored was Islam and the teattasl prepared a handout which invited
students to rehearse the previous RE lesson byhmgtavords relating to Islam and their
definitions. It was evident that this activity hhden planned to reinforce prior learning and to
provide a link with new material in this lesson.idts a very supportive approach and it worked
well to identify where students had difficultiesowever, quite a significant amount of lesson
time was devoted to supporting students’ recogmitibthe key words and the opportunity which
this exercise provided to revise the meaning armubitance of the concepts was not used well. It
is important that lessons move students beyondlsirepall and comprehension of terms towards
activities which encourage them to reflect on wihaty are learning, linking it with their own
religious experience or the experiences of otteekgy aim of the junior-cycle syllabus.

In the second, shorter, phase of the lesson, disidead from the textbook. The language of the
textbook presented some minor challenges to stedertich were sensitively managed by the
teacher. It is suggested that the potential for t6Tenhance the teaching and learning of RE
should be explored by the RE department. It canigeoaccess to a wide range of sources of
information on syllabus topics, some of which may hore accessible to students than the
textbook. It can also facilitate meaningful encenstbetween the class group and aspects of a
variety of faith communities in a way that traditad teaching materials cannot provide.

There are clear expectations set in this schoairdigg the maintenance of notebooks and copies.
All students had a keywords notebook, in keepintpwhe literacy support policy in the school.
These were very well organised. Homework copieseweell-presented, with examples of a
range of tasks evident. Graphic representatiotseopillars of Islam, timelines and other student
illustrations have been completed, so that the imgryearning styles of students have been
accommodated. It was noted that short-answer, longer questions, often taken directly from
the textbook, tend to dominate as homework assigtsn&Vhilst such questions are very helpful
in measuring knowledge, they do not provide sudfitiopportunities for students to reflect on
what they are learning in religious education @asand to connect it with their own experiences.
It is recommended that the variety of written assignts set is reviewed in order to ensure that it
supports the achievement of the full range of liearoutcomes outlined in the syllabus.

Students’ work in these copies which were reviewed good and reflected the range of ability
in the subject. They are making good progress tiirdheir course.

ASSESSMENT

The teacher used questions frequently througheuledson observed both to engage students and
to check their understanding. Students were engedrao record new vocabulary in their
notebooks and sufficient time was allocated to enguthat these words were understood by all.



An examination of students’ copies and notebookl&ated that homework is set regularly and
corrected promptly. This good practice is commended

The first cohort of students taking the certificat@minations in RE in this school will do so in
2012. Formal tests in RE are set for studentseagitd of the first term and again at the end of the
summer term. These provide a good opportunity Herdepartment to assess the level at which
students should continue their studies in the stibj€areful monitoring of students’
achievements is ongoing in the school. This is veogitive. Parents are kept informed of
students’ progress through reports which issueetdiaring the year. Parent-teacher meetings are
held annually for each year group.

SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS
The following are the main strengths identifiedhe evaluation:

* There is good support for the subject in the schdhetable provision is very good,
teachers with specialist qualifications in the sgbjare appropriately deployed and there
is good access to audio-visual and ICT resourcesggport teaching and learning.

e Good planning for RE was evident. A clear schemavofk has been developed and
lesson preparation was of a very high standard.

« Students readily engaged in class activities arre werposeful in their work.

» The quality of teaching and learning in the lessbserved was good.

« Lesson activities are planned to reinforce priarméng and to provide a link with new
material.

» Students are making good progress in the subgatjwe to their abilities.

As a means of building on these strengths and doead areas for development, the following
key recommendations are made:

» Consideration should be given to extending the omptio study RE for certificate
examinations to all junior-cycle students.

« The scheme of work for RE should be revised touidel identified learning goals,
planned teaching and learning strategies and aigtsn of the assessment modes to be
used to measure achievement.

A post-evaluation meeting was held with the priatignd the teacher at the conclusion of the
evaluation when the draft findings and recommenpdatiof the evaluation were presented and
discussed.
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