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Paired Reading Programme and Training 
The parents group did training for the Paired Reading Programme they were going to start with the 1st years.       

It was a five week training programme and it took place in the JCSP library with Sarah.  I really enjoyed the 

training and I’m looking forward to starting to work with the 1st years.   

Anne Flood 

The lovely Sarah and Aideen asked our group to            

participate in the Paired Reading Programme this year.  

Some people need a little helping hand with things and 

reading is just one of them. As a parent it was antastic to 

be able to help and I think the girls enjoyed it too.           

I think the Paired Reading Programme is a great idea and 

I hope Sarah can continue with it next year. She does an  excellent job in the JCSP library and always has 

great ideas to make reading fun. 

Martina McKenna 

Cyberbullying Talk 
On Friday 16th March 2018, all parents were invited to attend a very 

informative talk on Cyberbullying and the challenges posed by Social 

Media. This talk was a must for any parent of teenage children.   

Topics covered were Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat and 

more. Any questions asked by parents were addressed in full at the 

talk. Well done to Margaret Aylward CC, this was a must for parents. 

Cathy Hislop 

Attendance Leaflet 
The parents group worked on updating the Attendance Leaflet under the supportive eye of Ms. Dunleavy. The 

final edition was put up on the web site and the parents distributed a copy to all students.   Well done to all  

involved. Remember “Don’t let education slip away, come in everyday” 

Linda Bellew and Roma Garnett 

First Aid Course 
In February the school organised a First Aid course in conjunction with the Irish Red Cross. This course was 

attended by both Transition Year students and parents. This was a very interesting and informative course.  

The students fully participated asking questions of the tutor Paul, especially about how to deal with diabetics 

and also how to use a defibrillator.  Defibrillators are located all around the county but yet not many people 

are trained in the use of them.  Well, now thanks to this course, we have about 50 extra people trained.  The 

course was so informative that the TY students requested to go on a First Aid course to be certified to   

practice First Aid with confidence.  

Niamh O’ Doherty 



The BOB Project 
Last year my family was chosen to participate in a very 

exciting family reading project called the Box of Books 

(BOB) project.  We received books for all members 

of the family and we really   enjoyed reading them and 

discussing them as a family. The books were chosen by 

Sarah, the amazing school JCSP librarian. We also had 

regular contact from the Home School Community     

Liaison Teacher to support us with the project. This 

year we had a follow-up meeting in the school library and we were given more books and we also received our 

family card for the local library in Ballymun. I have to say that the reading project has been of great help to 

all of my children and if you get a chance to be involved…… take it!! 

Kathleen Laurence 

Science Fun 

A huge congratulations and thanks to Ms Kerins for the wonderful Science class recently. She showed us how 

to separate liquids and many other fun science activities to do with our families at home.  We always enjoy 

spending time in the wonderful science laboratory.  

Olive Geoghagan  

Educational Trip 

Our Cultural Trip was to the Martello Tower in Sandycove, a lovely place full of history. The towers were built 

by the British army for fear of invasion in 1804 by Napoleon Bonaparte.  It was used by the army up until 

1897. In 1904, Oliver St. John Gogarty, a medical student and poet moved in.  He invited James Joyce to stay.  

It was here that the first   chapter of Ulysses was written.  Joyce stayed for six days. The tower is now 

called the James Joyce Tower and Museum, and is a place of pilgrimage for Joyce fans.  We enjoyed the         

fantastic views shown to us by a lovely guide called Carol. Again well worth the visit and admission is free. 

Madeleine Geoghagan. 



 

The Parents Group 

Since the beginning 

It’s crazy to think that the parents group started 8 years ago and I’ve been here since the beginning. I 

started off as a very nervous mam, with an even more nervous daughter. Through the years in the parents 

group we saw parents come and go but the group always had a strong gang.  Aideen always did everything she 

could for us.  She brought us on days out, she got us so involved within the school and so much more. So to 

Aideen, on behalf of myself and everyone in the parents’ group, thank you for everything you have done for 

us over the years  

Annita Doyle 

My time in the Parents Group  

It must be about three years since I joined the parents group initially. I thought I’d feel a bit awkward but 

as soon as I walked into Ms. Nangle’s room and met the girls I was made feel very welcome from the outset. 

When Sarah, my daughter, finished school in M.A.C.C she also came down on a Wednesday morning.  

If anyone is thinking of joining, take the plunge and call in any Wednesday morning. There’s a very laid back 

atmosphere and you’ll get to know the teachers and staff in a more personable way. You will also get a    
better insight into the day to day workings of the school. There’s no obligation to go every week either. 

During my time in the Parents Group we’ve had the opportunity to go back into the classroom. We’ve had 

brilliant classes in Home Economics, local History, Irish, Science, English, First-Aid, Maths and participated 

in a ‘Paired Reading Programme’. All the classes are very informal, entertaining and really interesting. 

On behalf of all the parents I’d like to thank the teachers who gave up their own time to give the classes 

and to Aideen (Ms. Nangle) for organizing them. A huge thanks to Aideen for arranging all the fantastic 

‘Cultural Trips’ to India, Peru and parts of Europe, sorry Marino, St. Anne’s, Malahide and Portmarnock.! 
Pam & Sarah Rice. 

Cultural Event  

On Wednesday 28th February  parents and daughters enjoyed the play “Class” in the wonderful Peacock   

Theatre. We met the main actor Stephen Jones and it was a great experience all round. 

Fiona Crowley     



 

North Dublin Coastal Educational Trip  
On the 2nd May the Parents Group went on a North Dublin Coastal tour with Martin, John and our tour guide 

Ms. Nangle who gave us a history lesson. We took in Malahide Castle with a quick visit to the Avoca Shop, 

then we went onto the village of Malahide and enjoyed a walk through the Marina and up to the Tennis Club 

where we viewed the eye-catching wood carved tree sculptures (a hidden treasure). After the stroll we 

travelled through Portmarnock and Baldoyle into the land of the Bull (Clontarf) stopping off @ the  fab    

Stables restaurant for tea/ coffee,  cake,  a good laugh and natter.   A very enjoyable experience.  

This was my first trip with the group and hopefully it will not be my last. 

Niamh O’Doherty 

Thank you .....to you to all the parents I have worked with over my many years as HSCL teacher.  

As a parent you must never underestimate the value you bring to the school by staying involved in your 

child’s education.  I wish you all the best for the future and remember you are always welcome to drop into 

the parent's room on any Wednesday from 11.30a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  Thank you and stay “ Working Together”. 

Aideen Nangle 


